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should never have been attempted* Douglas learned that
the attack had developed into a purely infantry engagement
owing to the ineffectiveness of the French artillery work
and that twenty-two French divisions were attempting a
break-through against a force of twenty-four German
divisions. Naturally much criticism of Nivellc's plan was
taking place in army circles.

In view of the virtual cessation of attacks by the French,
it was decided that Mr. Lloyd George should go to Paris
and Douglas was asked to go and meet him there. Douglas
had a meeting with General Petain before the conference,
and explained his views on the situation. He suggested the
plans he had in mind for the future and was pleased to find
that Petain was in complete agreement with him. After-
wards when Douglas met Nivelle, the latter was extra-
ordinarily nice and, having admitted that his own plan had
definitely failed to achieve its purpose, promised to help to
the utmost of his power to make Douglas's future plans
a success*

At the conference on the 4th of May Douglas was
exceedingly grateful to Lloyd George for the high praise he
gave to the British troops. He supported Douglas's views
regarding the need for the French continuing their offensive
and urged very strongly the necessity for vigorous action.
Douglas thought he acted splendidly and wrote me saying
that he had quite forgiven his previous misdeeds, because of
the strong attitude he adopted on account of the needs of
the British army. Two days later Lloyd Geoige stayed with
him at his headquarters and Douglas got on well with him
and found him very different from what he had been on
former occasions, I suggested that his change in manner
was possibly due to his having heard such high praise of
Douglas from His Majesty, but my husband rather doubted
this and thought it was more likely that Lloyd George had
changed OB account of the successes of the British army